
There’s a lot to learn about how your decisions 
impact your earning potential!

Earning Potential Game
Directions: 
•	 Read the entire summary section of your game 

card.
•	 Fill in your earning potential sheet with 

information contained in the summary section 
of your card.

•	 Assume the following information:
	 -    A month is 4 weeks.
	 -    You work 8 hours a day, 5 days a week.
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Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
attended a 4 year college for 1 year before deciding 
college wasn’t currently your correct path. You 
now work as a bus driver for the school district.

•	 You make $19 an hour.
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

During your year attending college you took out 
$10,000 in loans. 

You now owe $72 per month for 240 months.  

Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
have attended some college. You work as a mail 
carrier for the US Postal Service.

•	 You make $23 an hour.
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

During your time in college you took out $8,000 in 
loans.

You now owe $57 per month for 240 months.

Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
have attended some college. You work as a 
security guard for a large department store.
  
•	 You make $16 an hour.
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

During your time in college you took out $12,000 in 
loans.

You now owe $86 per month for 240 months.

Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
have attended some college. You work as a 
beautician for a national chain.

•	 You make $20 an hour.
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

During your time in college you took out $17,000 in 
loans.

You now owe $122 per month for 240 months. 
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Summary: You are a non-high school graduate. You 
work for a local retail shop selling clothing.

•	 You make minimum wage, $12.50 an hour.
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

You currently have no student loans to pay back.

Summary: You are a non-high school graduate. You 
work for a local restaurant as a host.

•	 You make minimum wage, $12.50 an hour + $15 
a day in tips.

•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

You currently have no student loans to pay back.

Summary: You are a non-high school graduate. You 
work as a barista at a local coffee shop.

•	 You make minimum wage, $12.50 an hour + $15 
a day in tips. 

•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

You currently have no student loans to pay back.

Summary: You are a non-high school graduate. You 
work for a local grocery store.

•	 You make minimum wage, $12.50 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

You currently have no student loans to pay back. 
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Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
have attended a 2 year college to obtain your 
Pysician’s Assistant Certification. You work as a 
physician’s assistant at the local hospital.

•	 You make $42 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $22,500 in loans.

You now owe $149 a month for 240 months. 

Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
have attended a 2 year college to become a 
registered dental hygienist. You work as a dental 
hygienist at the local dental office.
 
•	 You make $38 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You owe $15,000 in student loans.

Your monthly payment is $99 for 240 months.

Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
have attended a 2 year college to become an 
air traffic controller. You work as an air traffic 
controller at Portland International Airport.

•	 You make $59 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $24,000 in loans.

You now owe $159 a month for 240 months.

Summary: You are a high school graduate and 
have attended a 2 year college to obtain your 
Fire Inspector Certification. You work as a fire 
inspector for the local fire department.

•	 You make $24 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $12,000 in loans.

You now owe $80 a month for 240 months. 
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Summary: You are a college graduate with 
a biology degree. You now work as a genetic 
counselor.

•	 You make $37 an hour. 
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $62,500 in loans.

You now owe $448 a month for 240 months.

Summary: You are a college graduate with a 
communications degree. You are now a public 
relations specialist for a tech company. 

•	 You make $32 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You owe $52,500 in student loans.

Your monthly payment is $376 for 240 months. 

Summary: You are a college graduate with a 
finance degree. You now work as an accountant.

•	 You make $32 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $74,800 in loans.

You now owe $494 a month for 240 months. 

Summary: You are a college graduate with a 
degree in history. You now work as a broadcast 
journalist for your local TV station.

•	 You make $24 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $70,950 in loans.

You now owe $468 a month for 240 months. 
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Summary: Congratulations! You hold a master’s 
degree in education. You now work as a middle 
school math and science teacher in your local 
school district.

•	 You make $28 an hour. 
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $107,000 in loans.* You now owe $706 a 
month for 240 months. 

*This loan amount includes your undergraduate 
and graduate program.

Summary: Congratulations! You hold a Master of 
Business Administration degree. You now work as 
an Information Technology (IT) Director.

•	 You make $80 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You owe $92,000 in student loans.*

Your monthly payment is $659 for 240 months. 

*This loan amount includes your undergraduate 
and graduate program.

Summary: Congratulations! You hold a Master 
of Science degree! You now work as a software 
engineer at a local company.

•	 You make $50 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.
 
You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $104,000 in loans.* You now owe $686 a 
month for 240 months. 

*This loan amount includes your undergraduate 
and graduate program.

Summary: Congratulations! You hold a Master of 
Arts degree in psychology! You now work as an 
employment counselor for the state.

•	 You make $30 an hour.  
•	 You work 5 days a week, 8 hours a day.  

You worked while attending college but you still 
took out $89,000 in loans.* You now owe $587 a 
month for 240 months.

*This loan amount includes your undergraduate 
and graduate program. 
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